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451 Research and Nexenta: 
Two Perspectives on Data Storage in 2015.
Organizations are now capturing and keeping huge amounts of data – and data 
growth continues to speed up. It’s no longer possible for IT to keep up with the 
demand for more storage by doing more of the same. 

“Storage is at a breaking point,” says Simon Robinson, research analyst from 451 
Research. “Most organizations have an ‘accidental architecture’ of storage solutions 
that were put in place to meet specific needs, but the result is a costly, complex, 
and unscalable hodgepodge of systems that consumes management time and 
can’t support changes in the business environment. IT organizations are looking 
to streamline their data storage infrastructure so that it can respond to emerging 
business requirements and support the new style of IT. Our research indicates that 
Software-Defined Storage (SDS) will dominate the industry narrative in 2015. 
We believe that overall, end-user understanding and awareness of the value –  
and limitations – of SDS offerings will accelerate in 2015.”

Tarkan Maner, chairman and CEO of Nexenta, has observed the same trends but 
from a different point of view. Nexenta sells SDS solutions through its extensive 
partner ecosystem, so Maner and his team have seen up close the challenges 
companies face and how SDS helps them resolve their issues. 

“The new style of IT is all about the Software-Defined Data Center (SDDC),” 
says Maner. “In traditional data centers, our research suggests that storage accounts 
for up to 30% of the total IT budget (capex and opex), so it stands to reason that 
storage is going to be a significant part of the SDDC, too. The price of storage will be 
key in determining the cost-effectiveness of the new style of IT.”

Citing dozens of customer testimonials on the Nexenta website, Maner observes, 
“SDS is proven to help organizations handle the data deluge – while avoiding 
massively expensive storage systems (we call them MESS) in favor of right-sized, 
scalable, and easy-to-deploy solutions. In 2015 more and more organizations will 
get the message: From a capex, opex, and performance perspective, SDS delivers 
the lowest cost per desktop with the highest IOPS.”

NexentaStor, Nexenta’s 
flagship Software- 
Defined Storage (SDS) 
platform, delivers highly 
available, full-featured, 
unified storage for 
thousands of customers, 
transforming their storage 
infrastructure, increasing 
flexibility and agility, 
simplifying management, 
and dramatically 
reducing costs without 
compromising availability, 
reliability or functionality.

This paper combines excerpts from the report, 2015 Trends in Storage, 
by 451 Research, with additional comments from Simon Robinson of 
451 Research and from Tarkan Maner, Chairman and CEO of Nexenta, 
the global leader of software-defined storage (SDS) solutions.
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Nexenta: In 2015, Organizations Want Complete Storage 
Solutions, Not Software Components
Data storage is growing so quickly that in 2015, almost every organization is 
managing a storage business as well as its primary business. Customers are coming 
to Nexenta with requests to build storage systems of an unprecedented size, able 
to handle hundreds of petabytes of data. And of course, organizations don’t want 
to just store that data; they want to leverage the rich media they’re gathering 
from social channels, and connect with more consumer devices and the Internet 
of Things to create new opportunities and generate more revenues. They also 
want enterprise-grade security, privacy, and data governance, with the flexibility 
of an architecture that meshes public, private, and personal cloud, and the cost 
savings of software-defined everything, running at web scale and on commodity 
hardware. But at the same time, they don’t want to be in the storage business. 
They want to spend even less time, money, and attention on storage than they 
currently do. 

“Organizations are dissatisfied with their storage systems and raising the bar of 
what they expect,” says Maner. “Fortunately, this is the storage landscape that 
Nexenta’s founders started preparing for back in 2005. They selected ZFS open-
source SDS software because they saw it could support storage of vast amounts of 
heterogeneous data. But they could see early on that even the best open-source 
SDS couldn’t meet organizations’ needs on its own. Companies need solutions, not 
just software.”

To offer organizations the easy-to-use storage appliances that they want, 
Nexenta’s founders set out on a mission to make SDS more accessible by melding 
the best of open-source and commercial software approaches. Nexenta created 
an ecosystem of partners who package its offerings with their own products 
and services. Through this industry-leading ecosystem of partners delivering 
cloud platforms, industry vertical solutions, server platforms, sub platforms, and 
channels, organizations get cutting-edge storage technology in easy-to-deploy and 
easy-to-manage appliances that are designed to meet the needs of their particular 
businesses. They also get support both from this ecosystem and directly from 
Nexenta, which employs 50 people to deliver presales and post-sales service and 
support to customers and partners for no extra cost.

With this holistic, solution-centered approach to SDS, organizations get the storage 
they need, without having to divert time and money to the business of managing 
storage. In fact, Nexenta customers typically achieve their goal of doing more with 
less, saving approximately 60 - 80 percent compared to traditional storage.

NexentaConnect 
is a complete suite of 
software solutions that 
combines Software-
Defined Storage with 
cloud, enterprise, and 
desktop deployments. 
It integrates with Citrix 
XenDesktop, VMware 
Virtual SAN, and VMware 
Horizon to enhance 
acceleration, automation, 
and analytics. 



Key Trends in Storage for 2015

Copyright © 2015 Nexenta All Rights Reserved

Page 4 of 12

451 Research Report Excerpt: 2015 Trends in Storage. 
“2015 A Tipping Point in Storage Transformation”
Enterprise storage – so long an afterthought of the IT department – is changing. An unpalatable combination 
of relentless data growth, capital expense, complexity, fragmentation and huge operational overhead is 
prompting many enterprises to rethink their entire storage infrastructure strategy, especially in an era of 
unprecedented budgetary scrutiny. While these challenges are not new, the changing software infrastructure 
higher up the stack is the catalyst for change; server and desktop virtualization, which exposed the rigid 
nature of many storage system designs, were merely the appetizer. Now that the enterprise wants the IT 
stack to look like – and behave like – a cloud, the storage infrastructure must catch up once again. 

This is prompting a fundamental rethink of storage strategy, especially when it comes to the deployment 
of new, ‘cloud era’ applications and workloads. Our end-user data from storage and IT decision-makers at 
midsized to large enterprises suggests that, as storage budgets continue to tighten, some organizations are 
beginning to consider making wholesale changes to their storage infrastructure, and are increasingly moving 
away from monolithic scale-up storage arrays.

However, any seasoned observer of the industry knows that storage is difficult to change, and that buyers 
and managers are among the most conservative in the datacenter. While storage managers and decision-
makers are conservative for a reason – they are, after all, tasked with marshaling and protecting an 
organization’s crown jewels, its data – we believe that the industry is entering a transformative period, both 
in terms of technology and in terms of how storage is organized and managed as IT overall evolves to the 
next-generation datacenter.

The modish term for this transformation – being used by storage suppliers new and old – is ‘software-
defined storage’ (SDS). While the term itself, an offshoot of the broader ‘software-defined datacenter,’ is 
being overused to the point of becoming almost meaningless, it does speak to some fundamental changes 
that have been taking place in enterprise storage systems design for several years. These include the 
shift away from ASICs to using x86 industry-standard processors; the emerging presence of rich storage 
software functions that are – or can be – divorced from the underlying hardware and, hence, run in more 
heterogeneous environments; and the emergence of storage stacks that, to varying degrees, utilize open 
source software.

We don’t view SDS as a separate, stand-alone category; we view it as a pervasive approach that can be 
applied horizontally to all three key disruptive technology areas highlighted above. So, while individual SDS 
approaches vary widely, both in type (from hyperconvergence to storage virtualization to cloud-like storage 
automation and orchestration) and deployment method (from software-only to fully baked hardware 
appliance), love it or hate it, SDS will continue to be the term that the industry uses through 2015.
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Against this broad backdrop, we continue to see substantial innovation in both primary and secondary 
storage. In the primary storage space, flash will continue to be the dominant theme in 2015. The market for 
all-flash arrays (AFAs) in particular matured significantly in 2014. The profile of lavishly funded startups such 
as Pure Storage has rocketed, and one major consequence of this is that it has forced the hands of the major 
incumbents to invest significantly in their own AFA efforts. The result is that adoption of these products 
also seems to be rocketing – for example, EMC recently said its XtremIO AFA was its fastest-ever growing 
product, and is already on a $500m run rate after just three quarters of sales. Falling prices will drive continued 
adoption of flash in multiple form factors during 2015, continuing its journey to become the dominant primary 
storage method. 

At the other end of the spectrum, ‘backup is broken’ has been a long-running refrain in the IT community, 
but now even the backup/recovery vendor community has adopted it as its new mantra. Fortunately, both 
camps – vendors and users – are reacting. Vendors are innovating with technologies that are more resilient 
and performant, while end users are more willing than ever to switch backup/recovery vendors and to try new 
technologies. The emergence of alternatives to traditional backup approaches will continue in 2015, including 
increased use of array snapshots, replication and relatively new concepts such as copy data management, 
while cloud-based data protection will continue to be popular among SMEs.

Meanwhile, many senior IT decision-makers are asking themselves if there are not some other, more 
fundamentally different, approaches to managing the storage challenge. Do IT organizations really care 
about storage? They of course care greatly about their data, but most only care about their physical storage 
infrastructure because they have to; they have little other choice. The evolution of storage infrastructure 
as an afterthought has led to the emergence of an ‘accidental architecture’ that is responsible for much of 
the complexity and cost in storage. Against this backdrop, it’s easy to see why interest in, and adoption of, 
converged infrastructure offerings can be justified on a storage basis alone. Of course, storage doesn’t exist in 
a vacuum, and it is just one pillar of any converged offering — but we believe that the benefits of convergence 
are potentially the greatest in the storage domain. This is a rapidly evolving area that, ironically, is fragmenting 
into multiple types of approaches: reference architectures, fully integrated systems, single SKUs and now 
hyperconverged approaches. Although converged and integrated platforms are seemingly not for everyone, 
as the offerings mature, we think the adoption of convergence in all its forms will continue to ramp up in 
2015. Hyperconvergence in particular seems to have caught the imagination of the industry with an explosion 
of offerings in 2014 that we expect to translate into meaningful adoption in 2015, especially in smaller 
environments where simplicity is most desired.

Change will not happen evenly, and the rate of change will vary greatly between organizations, depending 
on their attitude and approach, as well as size. And of course, many organizations will adopt a two-track 
approach, perhaps treating the long tail of storage supporting core legacy applications differently from those 
next-generation applications that may have been built from the ground up for cloud and mobility. But we 
believe change will happen; the storage challenge within many organizations has reached a tipping point, and 
even organizations that previously proved most resistant to change are contemplating new approaches. In this 
regard, we think 2015 will be the tipping point for many of these emerging approaches.



Key Trends in Storage for 2015

Copyright © 2015 Nexenta All Rights Reserved

Page 6 of 12

Nexenta: SDS Technology Differentiation and Business Benefits
Organizations should be aware of the difference between SDS and “software-based storage.” Software-
based storage is about closed technology bundles sold with high margins; it serves vendors but locks 
organizations in to paying high margins for systems that offer no advantage over standard x86 hardware.

SDS, however, supports innovation and open business models with the lowest TCO, making it good 
for both customers and partners. Designed to operate on standard x86 hardware and HDD/SSDs, 
SDS enables open-source collaboration, innovation, and flexibility. Businesses can cut their storage 
costs by 50 percent or more, reducing capital expenditure by purchasing commodity hardware and 
reducing operating expenses through streamlined management and ease of use of SDS. At the same 
time, organizations gain agility because SDS makes it easier to scale and deploy storage in response to 
changing business needs.

Nexenta is the only pure software-only provider of SDS: because it runs on any standard x86 hardware 
and HDD/SSD, it’s hardware-independent, both as a storage platform or OS, installed on a standard 
server or as a virtual storage appliance that runs in a hypervisor. It can support all platforms, all stacks, 
and all workloads, making it a good fit for any vertical, public or private cloud, workload or app, cloud 
platform or stack, server platform, or sub-platform.

Whether an organization has legacy configurations or is interested in  emerging infrastructure (such as 
VSAN or OpenStack), Nexenta can help them leverage what they have with unified management and 
orchestration for reduced operating expenses and reduced capital expenditure. 

Plus, through its partnerships with other companies Nexenta also provides key capabilities that complete 
emerging storage models, such as hyper-convergence and object-based storage. For example, Nexenta 
complements VSAN and VMware’s Horizon with file services that make it easy to share files across 
storage pools and users, for maximum seamless scalability in a hyper-converged storage architecture. 
Nexenta also supports growing demand for object-based storage with the industry’s first software-
only scale out block and object storage solution designed to deliver high-performance global inline 
deduplication on petabyte scale clusters.

Through these and other cutting-edge technologies, products, partnerships, and its extensive R&D 
expertise on file system and unified management, Nexenta provides its customers the benefits of both 
open-source and proprietary solutions, offering the best of open-source innovation and collaboration 
while adding its own layer of enterprise-class service and support.
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451 Research Report Excerpt: 2015 Trends in Storage. 
Software-Defined Storage Will Dominate 
the Industry Narrative in 2015
Implication: The levels of hype around SDS, which are already approaching 
saturation in 2014, will continue to ramp up in 2015 as the industry continues 
to reposition itself to reflect the fact that differentiation – and value – in 
storage is chiefly delivered through software-level innovation. Overall, end-user 
understanding and awareness of the value – and limitations – of SDS offerings will 
accelerate in 2015, and while overall deployments will remain limited and largely 
confined to noncritical applications, offerings will continue to develop and mature 
along multiple trajectories.

While SDS hype and differentiation though software-level innovation is nothing 
new, the notion of storage software coupled with commodity x86-based 
hardware is providing the blueprint for a whole range of startups – not to mention 
most large storage and even some historically non-storage-focused vendors – to 
bring a new breed of software-centric storage to market (although many existing 
products are also being re-classified as software-defined). Deployments will still 
be limited in 2015, but users will better understand the benefits and challenges of 
SDS offerings as new options develop.  

Definitional issues will persist, however. SDS still has no commonly agreed-upon 
definition, and is not managed by a single technology standards group; hence, 
there’s a large degree of variation in SDS-based offerings. These include server-
centric hyper-converged offerings (espoused by startups such as Nutanix and 
anointed in particular by VMware’s VSAN), as well as storage management-centric 
offerings (an example being EMC’s ViPR platform), open source storage stacks 
available from the likes of Nexenta and Red Hat (Ceph), emerging object-based 
offerings from the likes of Scality, and pre-general availability (GA) startups such as 
Formation Data Systems. And of course there’s also OpenStack, which, although 
still nascent, will continue to provide the focal point for much vendor-led activity 
around SDS in 2015. Attention here, from a storage perspective, will focus largely 
on further development and hardening of block-level storage support, including, 
but not limited to, Cinder, as well as the Swift object storage engine and API. 
Meanwhile, storage providers will continue to offer support and compatibility 
with other leading cloud-based APIs, especially Amazon S3.

NexentaEdge 
is Nexenta’s next 
generation scale-out 
Object, Block and File 
Storage software. Designed 
to be the most efficient 
platform in the market 
for OpenStack clouds and 
Big Data applications, it 
helps handle the exabytes 
of data that are being 
generated by the IoT 
every day and integrates 
with SDN capabilities to 
deliver ground-breaking 
performance. 
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It will still largely come down to end-user IT decision-makers themselves to figure out whether SDS fits into 
their overall IT strategies, and if so, how. We note that, as of 2014, there is still a fair amount of skepticism 
among IT decision-makers around the broader notion of the software-defined datacenter, certainly 
in terms of how wholeheartedly they are embracing the term to describe their strategic IT priorities. 
Nonetheless, end-user understanding around software-defined datacenters is growing, and our research 
suggests that, through 2014, a growing number of organizations agree with the statement, “We are 
strategically planning to move to a software-defined data center” (see below).

More than Half of Storage Professionals Plan to Move to a 
Software-Defined Data Center

Source: 451 Research’s The Info Pro Storage Wave 19 Mid-Study, December 2014.

Q. To what extent do you agree with the following statement.

“We are strategically planning to move to a software-defined data center.”
Please use a 1-5 scale where ‘1’ is completely disagree and ‘5’ is completely agree. 
1H 14 n=82; 2H 14 n=52.

Although the same skepticism exists in the SDS space – especially among core SAN administrators – 
there is some evidence in our research that a common definition is beginning to form. Just as virtualization 
and cloud are proxies for IT transformation at the server level, we think SDS is becoming a synonym 
for storage transformation, in terms of efficiency, agility and lowering the overall cost of managing the 
storage environment.
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That wholesale changes are required in storage is not in doubt; the challenge for SDS adoption in 2015 is 
where to start. 

It’s probably easier to ascertain where it won’t happen: We don’t believe SDS approaches will encroach on 
the heart of datacenters running mission-critical applications during 2015, unless they’re packaged as fully 
baked appliances (although this somewhat defeats the point of being software-defined, in our view it also 
highlights that many organizations still prefer to buy IT as a fully integrated and fully supported hardware-
based appliance). One exception here is with management and virtualization-focused SDS products, so long 
as that management is ‘out of band’ and not in the data path.

This is not to say that SDS-based approaches will not be relevant for performance-centric workloads. Also, 
the lack of core-datacenter penetration by SDS may well change over the medium term. One nascent trend 
we expect to see accelerate in 2015 is the evolution of two-tier storage architectures, where ‘hot’ data is 
served from host-resident nonvolatile memory, while all other data – older data, backup/snapshot copies, 
etc. – resides on large-capacity HDDs, most likely running an object-based storage system. Although such 
binary ‘fast or cold’ storage approaches will not be relevant for all applications, they will initially find a 
home in areas such as in-memory applications, where very large amounts of data can be processed and 
analyzed in near real time, while being backed and protected by a lower-cost and highly scalable persistent 
storage tier.

There are other areas where we expect to see broader adoption of SDS approaches in 2015. One such area 
is the so-called hyper-convergence space, where the simplicity of a converged storage-server architecture 
melded with SAN-like data resiliency and other services has huge appeal. Meanwhile, the availability of 
VMware’s VSAN product has done much to validate this market, and we are seeing an explosion of offerings 
– and interest – in hyper-convergence that we expect to continue growing in 2015. We think adoption of 
such hyper-converged offerings will be concentrated chiefly in small and midsized enterprises, although 
there will also be growing penetration in enterprise departments and remote office and branch office 
(ROBO) environments.

There is also a long tail of tier two (and lower) applications that often create large amounts of data that 
needs to be stored, protected and retained, but that do not require the same levels of reliability, availability 
and serviceability (RAS) as mission-critical applications running on enterprise SANs. This is another area 
where software-defined approaches look set to continue their advancement, especially in areas where 
multiple islands of storage might be consolidated under a single point of management. We can place 
the ongoing emergence of object-based storage into this category; while object-based approaches are 
still limited to environments with very large amounts (typically more than 1PB) of unstructured data, the 
number of such environments continues to grow. Meanwhile, most object-based approaches are essentially 
software-centric in nature; they are designed to scale massively using commodity hardware, as well as to 
leverage programmatic, API-based access methods.
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Another vector of strong interest around SDS in 2015 will be around enabling 
cloud-based and cloud-like storage capabilities, whether that is a service provider 
standing up public cloud storage services or an enterprise looking to implement 
an on-premises private storage cloud. Models such as OpenStack will continue to 
provide a relevant framework here, while we expect to see more vendors enable 
their storage stacks to run as a cloud-based service – for example, NetApp plans to 
release Cloud ONTAP in 2015, a hardware-independent version of its core OS that 
will run on Amazon and other clouds. However, from an end-user perspective, such 
efforts are typically part of a broader IT transformation project, where storage is 
just one of multiple moving parts to be addressed. Such initiatives are often more 
about understanding and transforming processes (via management, orchestration 
and automation) than they are about implementing new technologies. Hence, 
the role of storage-centric IT services – as well as the integration of storage into 
higher-level cloud management stacks – will continue to play an important role in 
enabling such transformations in 2015.

Recommendations
•  End-users should take steps to understand the spectrum of SDS approaches. 

Although products are still maturing and deployment options vary widely, most 
organizations are likely to find value in SDS-based approaches somewhere in 
their environment. Interest is coalescing most around hyperconvergence.

•  Vendors should take care to define and explain their SDS offerings. While 
SDS may have some appeal to high-level decision-makers, most IT managers 
are confused and sometimes hostile to the claims of SDS-based approaches. 
While SDS will remain a valid high-level narrative in 2015, vendors should also 
concentrate on how their offerings are differentiated in more granular terms.

•  Vendors must support cloud options. While adoption of open source storage 
offerings remains small, models such as OpenStack will become more 
important in 2015, and support for such frameworks will become increasingly 
table-stakes functions.

NexentaFusion 
is cloud-enabled real time 
analytics and orchestration 
software that automates 
arrangement, 
coordination, and 
management of complex 
compute systems, data 
stores, and services. It 
fuses management of 
all data on all storage 
protocols and helps 
administrators determine 
the right platform, place 
the data, and manage it 
homogeneously from a 
single pane of glass. 
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Nexenta: Scalable Storage Transformation Made Easy
Nexenta believes that SDS can transform storage just like server virtualization transformed compute 
capabilities and software-defined networks changed networking capabilities, enabling organizations to scale 
up and improve agility while saving money on hardware and operating expenses. SDS services can run on 
industry-standard servers, defined by the applications that drive the business and provisioned, tuned, and 
configured as needed by those applications. 

“Organizations need to make sure that the storage they buy both fits into the models they have today and also 
gives them a path forward, with the potential to provide storage at a scale they don’t yet believe they’ll need—
before it’s fully depreciated,” says Maner. “Nexenta provides the bridge for companies of today to achieve a 
SDDC of the fast-approaching future.”

Robinson agrees… but with a caveat. “It has to be a bridge, not a map,” he says. “Companies don’t want to be 
trying to build and troubleshoot storage infrastructures as they go. They’re looking for the easy answers of an 
appliance, but with the innovation and freedom of open-source. Vendors need to supply ready-to-implement 
solutions if they’re going to gain organizations’ trust, and win their business.” 

451 Research Report Excerpt: 2015 Trends in Storage. 
The Long View
As with any vision, the tricky part is not in imagining some utopian future state, but in realizing it. This is 
especially the case with storage, which has proven recalcitrant when it comes to wholesale change. 
As we have stated, there are good reasons for this; almost every other component of core IT infrastructure is 
transient. Storage, by contrast, is persistent – it fails, and somebody likely gets fired. 

This tends to engender conservative, risk-averse thinking and behavior, and so it has proven. The fact that 
storage is often an afterthought has added to the challenge of transformation. There is no such thing as 
a homogeneous storage environment; it’s a veritable riot of multiple stand-alone, incompatible, exotic 
technology islands. As a result, many a good intention to make wholesale changes to storage has foundered on 
the rocks of intractable complexity.

Our overall thesis for the storage market is that the accumulated challenges are leading to a tipping point, 
and that change is slowly but surely happening. But it does not necessarily follow that change results in 
wholesale transformation. Indeed, you could argue that some of the hottest emerging trends – such as AFAs 
– are actually adding to the problem; by boosting performance of a couple of key applications (issues that, 
by the way, could be solved if those databases were better implemented), IT has introduced another silo to 
manage. That is the history of storage: Application-specific storage islands are how we ended up with so much 
complexity, and now there are more than ever before.
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The obvious answer is that IT has to take a broader, more strategic view of storage. To reduce the overall opex 
– which, after all, is the main offender – there should be fewer silos, ideally fewer vendors, more consolidation 
and better capacity/performance planning tools. But IT managers can only work with the tools they have, and 
the uncomfortable truth is that the industry has collectively failed to come up with satisfactory resolutions. 
Broader initiatives to standardize and improve interoperability have largely failed, while the most common 
platform for storage management remains the humble, and limited, Excel spreadsheet.

That storage and IT managers want this to change is not in doubt; the issue is that it has not been in the 
vendors’ collective best interests to adequately deal with it. Until now. The fact of the matter is that storage 
vendors know they have to respond to some of these issues; otherwise they will lose business to more 
innovative startups or, more damagingly, the hyperscale cloud providers. So, belatedly, the penny is starting to 
drop, and the industry is slowly turning its attention to enabling automation and simplicity; EMC’s ViPR is a case 
in point, while various industry efforts (such as OpenStack) have broadly similar aims. It is also one of the major 
reasons why interest in converged and integrated platforms is so high – they promise to make the storage 
challenge simply go away.

Thus, our longer view of the storage market contends that we will start to see some of the promises around 
better management, better integration and more automation actually be delivered upon. We think this will 
be aided by some of the broader technology transformations we are seeing: The emergence of scale-out 
architectures reduces migration headaches and vastly aids capacity planning; the emergence of AFAs and 
flash, in general, should reduce the amount of time IT spends fine-tuning the storage environment; and the 
movement to ‘snap and replicate’ models potentially vastly simplifies data protection.

At the same time, the whack-a-mole nature of storage is not going away. If anything, it’s going to get worse. 
As the Internet of Things evolves, it’s going to throw even more data at core IT – data that needs to be stored, 
processed and analyzed, perhaps in real time. That, in turn, is going to require fundamentally different storage 
approaches that may be completely incompatible with legacy architectures.

Ultimately, end users want the best of both worlds: better management, improved integration and more 
simplicity, but also more choice and flexibility, and the ability to respond to what the business needs. That is 
not easy to deliver, but the fact that more IT organizations are choosing integrated platforms suggests that, in 
the final analysis, simplicity trumps choice. 
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